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Dear Editor,
An earthquake measuring 7.3 on the Richter struck

Ezgeleh in Kermanshah province on November 12, 2017,
at 21:48 local time. In this devastating event, around
4,700,000 individuals were involved, 650 cases of death
and around 8000 injuries were reported, as well as 70.000
individuals were made homeless. Furthermore, 12000
buildings were damaged (1). Humanitarian aids in disas-
ters have serious challenges and the management of fi-
nancial aids are one of the essential aspects of humani-
tarian operations. Immediately in the aftermath of the
2017 Kermanshah earthquake, humanitarian aids were
sent from most parts of Iran by governmental- and non-
governmental agencies to the earthquake-affected areas
(2). Although disasters lead to the destruction of the re-
sources and cause widespread disruption to economic, so-
cial, and cultural activities, they provide opportunities for
the development and improvement of the community in-
frastructures in the recovery process. In disasters, donors
and public participations are increased, providing condi-
tions for major changes to the safety of new infrastruc-
tures and quality improvement. Disaster managers should
take advantage of the public institutions and donors’ ca-
pacity in the reconstruction dwellings and facilities of the
earthquake-affected communities (3). Social Deputy is one
of the Deputies of the Ministry of Health and Medical Ed-
ucation of Iran that related commission attracts public
participations. Since the establishment, this Deputy has
been planning for organization, identification, and attract
non-governmental resources and donors in the construc-
tion, providing financial resources, and essential health fa-
cilities. The commission of social Deputy is very impor-
tant in organizing public participations during disasters

and it should manage public participations through cor-
rect needs assessment and coordination with units of the
Ministry of Health and Medical Education and other or-
ganizations. The donor- and NGO organizations partici-
pated in the construction and reconstruction of 68 health
care centers in Kermanshah province exhibited a success-
ful experience in the management of public participa-
tions by the social deputy that is an opportunity for im-
provement and development health infrastructures in the
earthquake-affected area. Therefore, the management and
coordination of effective participation of public institu-
tions and donors along with the role of government can
increase the development of the opportunities in the re-
sponse and reconstruction phases of disasters.
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